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Section 1: Introduction 

 

Paper 4: coursework gives learners the opportunity to choose their own content and develop a task 
which builds on an area of interest from the content of Textile Applications and Textile Technology. 
Coursework should develop the knowledge, understanding and skills established at AS Level, and 
might include a range of approaches, such as: 

 creation 

 design and making 

 practical application 

 investigation. 

 

1.1 Coursework requirements 

 

To submit a successful piece of coursework, learners must: 

 carry out research, develop aims and analyse the task 

 plan and develop the task 

 carry out their course of action 

 evaluate the outcomes of the task and critically analyse the decision-making process. 

 

Their final work must include a variety of hand and machine processes. 

All work submitted must be designed and made by the candidate. A cover sheet is available on the 
Cambridge Samples Database   where you can provide identification details for the work and 
certify its authenticity. The database will ask you for your Centre number and the syllabus code 
(i.e. 9631) after which it will take you to the correct form. 

 

The complete coursework submitted must include: 

 Three investigative items or pieces of coursework. Each item should be from a different 
area of the syllabus and demonstrate the use of different skills and techniques. This might 
take the form of three items of the same type demonstrating different syllabus areas, or 
three different types of item that share a common theme, within which each demonstrate a 
different syllabus area. 

 A folder that demonstrates the research, planning, implementation and evaluation 
undertaken by the candidate for each item (approximately 1000 words for each item). 

 

In addition to the three items they make, the portfolio should show how learners have researched 
and collected information. It should be clear how this information has helped them to make 
decisions about their project. 

 

The final coursework submissions may be up to 3000 words. However, Cambridge recognises that 
some good approaches to coursework can result in submissions of fewer words. All coursework is 
sent to Cambridge to be marked. 
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The folder must be hand-written, typed or word processed on A3 or A4 paper (or a combination of 
the two). There are a variety of ways to present the work. Some centres include all of their design 
and development work in an A3 portfolio and the written report in an A4 folder while others will 
incorporate all of the process into one folder of work. Any approach is acceptable, but all work 
must be clearly labelled. 

Any appendices should contain evidence to support, justify and illustrate statements and decisions 
documented in the submission. Appendices can include: 

 original questionnaires 

 records of primary research 

 letters written and received 

 references to secondary research/resources/books/magazines etc. 

 

Marking 

 

All coursework is marked by Cambridge. Centres must submit all coursework to Cambridge by the 
end of October. Always check the Cambridge Handbook and the Samples Database 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/samples for all administrative deadlines for each examination 
series. 

 

Submission guidelines 
 
Coursework needs to be packaged easily so please think carefully about the size and weight of the 
folders submitted to Cambridge. Candidates should be steered towards using appropriately-sized 
materials. They should be actively encouraged to be mindful about the presentation of their work 
so as not to include unnecessary or bulky materials.  
 
When packing the coursework to send to Cambridge, please use strong boxes rather than bags. 

 
How to use this handbook 
 

Read through the handbook and make sure that you are familiar with the processes involved so 
that you can effectively support your learners to develop their projects. You can then mark the 
sample project portfolio and coursework items and compare your marks with those awarded by the 
moderator. The moderator’s comments on the marking are provided to offer further insight into how 
the mark scheme is applied.  

http://www.cie.org.uk/samples
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Section 2: Suitable projects 

 
This section provides information to help you guide your learners as they establish suitable 
projects. 
 

2.1 Choosing a Project 
 
Design and Textiles is a practical subject, which requires learners to use their practical skills to 

produce a final outcome. These outcomes should clearly relate to the design tasks undertaken and 

should demonstrate a high level of creativity and competence. 

 

The timing and organisation of the coursework project is very important. All three products need to 

be produced within the time scale and to an equal level of skill. Learners also have to produce their 

written project folder. You will need to allow time for learners to develop the skills they require to 

complete all aspects of the work and to execute the work itself. 

 

2.2 Project Outcomes 
 
The most successful projects tend to develop from learners’ own interests or hobbies, or from a 

real design need found locally. If a learner is interested and inspired by what they are creating they 

are much more likely to successfully manage their project and bring it to a successful conclusion. 

 

Learners must provide three original/creative products, together with the developmental work for 

each item. Each item must demonstrate the use of different skills and techniques from the syllabus. 

The three items can be independent of each other or they can share a common theme. In general, 

the use of a common theme can be useful in terms of time management as your learners will not 

have to develop different themes for each item, all of which would need relevant research images 

and background information. 

 

The suggestions below could be used to write specific design briefs. If the three items share a 

common theme the folder must contain the developmental work for each one. 

Choosing a theme is important as all criteria flow from that decision. 

 

 Design a collection of skirts, tops, dresses etc. for a specified retail outlet and make 

prototypes of the three items. 

 Design a range of textile items for an interior design collection. 

 Create three original textile items from research done within a chosen theme.  

 Historical study of a fashion designer/fashion style, leading to a personal response. 

 Creating three products that can be coordinated or used together. For example a dress, 

bag and hat or a cushion, hanging and throw. The important point to remember in this case 

is that each product must show different skills which are not repeated. 
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2.3 Structure 
 

There is a strong argument for learners to structure their work in line with the criteria for assessing 

A Level coursework which is shown later in this handbook. As a general rule, the number of marks 

available for each section of the criteria should give some indication of the proportion of time that 

should be allocated to it. As already stated, a variation of approaches and content is to be 

expected depending on the nature of the task. The following guidance is intended to identify 

important elements to consider for each section of the assessment criteria. 

 
2.4 Content 
 

The content of each project will reflect the needs and requirements of the particular design being 

addressed. The following is offered as guidance for each section of the assessment criteria, and 

there are relevant examples are shown. These must be seen as suggestions only as there will be 

considerable variation depending on the design brief and outcome. 

 
2.5 Criteria for assessing coursework 
 

There are four areas to be assessed which are shown in detail below. Each is exemplified with 

pages from coursework portfolios: 

Research, Aims and Analysis (15 marks) 
This area is relates to learners’ ability to see potential for opportunities for the development of 

ideas. This relates to their choice of context, and their ability to use a range of research 

techniques. 

 Learner creates a brief based around a clear theme and a focused set of products. 

 The brief is analysed in detail and ideas and issues are explored to ensure that all 

opportunities have been considered and judgements have been made in terms of the use 

of appropriate resources. 

 Appropriate research is carried out using a wide variety of resources to include: 

o mood boards 

o comparative items in shops 

o existing products/disassembly 

o magazines/books/internet 

o artist/designer information/images 

o environmental or locational imagery. 
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Examples of pages showing how candidates have demonstrated their research, aims and 
analysis 
 

 
This learner is researching a range of fabric techniques to help them make judgements on 

their use of resources. 

 

 
This shows how the learner has formulated specific, detailed and realistic aims for their 

work.
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This example shows how the candidate has carried out research from a variety of sources 

and has selected relevant background information 
 

 
This example shows how the learner has carried out research from a range of sources and 

has selected material relevant to their project.
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Planning and Development (20 marks) 
This area relates to learners’ ability to develop objectives and to make informed decisions that 

direct the progress of the study. They must also generate ideas for further development during the 

course of study. 

 Learners develop a clear design specification which in turn provides the foundation of 

the creation of the design ideas. 

 Creates a range of design ideas with clear annotation. 

 Uses relevant knowledge from their research to make considered decisions regarding 

design ideas.  

 Develops a range of worked samples relevant to design ideas which then enables the 

candidate to make clear choices for their final products. 

 Learners show clear planning with a well ordered plan of action within a detailed time 

scale which could be in the form of a Gantt chart 

 

Examples of pages showing how candidates have planned and developed their ideas 

 

This modelling allows the learner to justify the choices they have made about their design. 
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This work shows how the learner has used their research to generate ideas and support 

their decision-making. 

 

The learner has researched a range of techniques and effects to allow them to make 

decisions about which they will use in their items. 
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These designs show how the learner is developing a clear design specification 

based on their research 

 

The Gantt demonstrates that the learner has been able to produce an effective 

plan of action with a clear and realistic time scale. 
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Implementation (40 marks) 
 
Process (25 marks) 

This area is concerned with the implementation of appropriate skills and resources to achieve 

the realisation of stated objectives. 

 Learners use appropriate equipment and resources to create their final products while 

responding to any unforeseen developments in an appropriate way. 

 Learners ensure that appropriate time scales are implemented. 

 

Realisation (15 marks) 
This area is concerned with the quality of the outcome. 

 Learners achieve an effective realisation of their products which meets the original 

specification. 

 The products demonstrate creativity, originality and aesthetics. 

 

Examples of pages showing how candidates implemented and realised their design plans 

 

 

This design shows originality, creativity and aesthetic awareness



Coursework Handbook 

14 Cambridge International AS & A Level Design & Textiles 9631 

 
These items show that the learner has been able to accurately realise their original 

specification 

 

 
This learner has followed a logical course of action with precision, demonstrating an 

efficient use of resources to complete their item
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Evaluation (25 marks) 
 

This area relates to your learners’ ability to evaluate the findings and results achieved and to draw 

their own conclusions. They must critically analyse and review the decision-making processes 

across the whole project. This also includes marks for the presentation of their folder. 

 Learners must summarise the outcome of the task and make informed conclusions. 

 Strengths and weaknesses of the product should be discussed and relevant examples 

given. 

 Possible future developments for the products should be explored. 

 The work is logical, well-presented and organised. 

 
Examples of pages showing how candidates have evaluated their work 
 

 
The evaluation completed by the learner has summarised the outcome of the task and drawn 

informed conclusions 
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This learner has interpreted the outcome of the task with reference to the original aims 

 

 
The learner has engaged in a critical evaluation of the task 
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2.6 Use of ICT 
 

Learners are encouraged to make use of the full range of ICT including CAD/CAM if facilities are 

available to them. However, they will not be penalised if ICT is not used in their project work. This 

type of material should only be used when and where it is appropriate. 

Many centres are now able to offer ICT facilities and many learners present parts of their design 

folders through its use; such as word processing and the production of formal drawings. If facilities 

allow development of patterns and design drawings using CAD packages, these can prove to be 

extremely useful and also extremely beneficial when considering future developments or products. 

Centres are reminded to ensure that candidates use of ICT e.g. Computer Aided Design Packages 

for working drawings is appropriate.  
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Section 3: Administering the project 

 

3.1 General Issues 
 

It is important that learners choose projects that: 

 can be completed within the time frame 

 offer a level of demand to stretch them to their full abilities 

 satisfy the requirements of the assessment criteria. 

Clear guidance and advice from the teacher is vital from the outset. 

Although the projects will probably take up most of the classroom time during this period, it is 

important that these are well-managed in terms of the other elements of the qualification. Teachers 

have different approaches in how to balance the time of their candidates effectively. 

 

3.2 Health and Safety  
 

The coursework specification and assessment criteria states learners need to demonstrate a clear 

awareness of relevant aspects of economy, safety and available technology when using 

appropriate equipment. Teachers of this subject area have to take more care than those in other 

curriculum areas and as such they need to be familiar with all the inherent hazards. 

Although learners will be working on their own projects on an individual basis, it is important that 

particular care is taken and precautions are in place to protect all learners when using dangerous 

equipment, such as machinery, hazardous materials and heat processes. Some learners will be 

using equipment in a factory environment and therefore appropriate health and safety must be 

adhered to. 

Teachers are advised to take particular care and to follow all appropriate guidelines when learners 

are considering the use of mains electricity in their projects. 

 

3.3 Guidance to Candidates 
 

The question most commonly asked is ‘How much help do I give my learners?’ The simple 

answer to this is that the teacher should be seen as a resource to be referred to, just in the way 

that a learner might refer to information in a book. Guidance and advice should be given but the 

learner must carry out the work on their own. There are times when some learners, particularly 

those of lower ability, require extra input and help to move from one stage to another. Under these 

circumstances the teacher should acknowledge this and offer help; however, this must all be taken 

account of when making comments on the work of the learner.  

The most important consideration is that learners receive sufficient guidance so they have the 

opportunity to access all the marks available. To do this the evidence they produce will need to 

meet the syllabus requirements. It is important to remember that coursework is not something to 

give learners at one point and collect back at another once learners have worked through the tasks 

independently. On the contrary, the teacher needs to monitor the progress of their learners on a 

regular basis so that they are always aware of the stage that each individual has reached. Regular 

reviews with each learner are beneficial. 
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Much of the work will be carried out on an individual basis and learners will rapidly get out of phase 

with each other as work progresses but there is no reason why a teacher may not approach certain 

areas of the design folder, particularly at the earlier stages, using a structured teaching approach. 

As before, the work must be that of the individual learner, with supervision being carried out and 

feedback offered as required. 

Obviously, the teacher may require learners to produce some material for their projects as 

homework and this is fine so long as the teacher is familiar with a learner’s ability and can 
subsequently be assured, that the work produced is that of the learner. Teachers should be 

cautious of allowing learners to produce much of their finished item away from the Centre’s own 
teaching facilities as it may be difficult to authenticate work with any degree of certainty. 
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Section 4: Project assessment criteria 

The table below summarises the assessment criteria for Paper 4: Coursework. 
 

Criterion Description Mark range 
Level of 

response 

R
e

s
e
a

rc
h

, 
a

im
s
 a

n
d

 
a

n
a

ly
s
is

 

Thoroughly explores ideas using a wide 
variety of sources and makes informed 
judgements. 

11-15 High 

Explores ideas using a variety of sources and 
makes suitable judgements 

6-10 Mid 

Explores some ideas using a limited number 
of sources and makes judgements. 

0-5 Low 

P
la

n
n

in
g
 a

n
d

 D
e
v
e

lo
p
m

e
n
t 

Uses detailed knowledge and research to 
generate ideas. Justifies choices made with 
full reasons. Well-ordered and effective plan 
of action with detailed time scale. 

14-20 High 

Uses relevant knowledge and research to 
generate ideas. Justifies choices made with 
full reasons and creates an effective plan of 
action within an appropriate time scale. 

7-13 Mid 

Uses knowledge and research to generate 
ideas. Limited justification of choices with a 
plan of action that notes some time scale. 

0-6 Low 

Im
p

le
m

e
n
ta

ti
o

n
 

Process – carrying out coursework tasks 

Demonstrates a high level of competence in 
practical skills with a high level of creativity 
and originality. 

18-25 High 

Demonstrates a good level of competence in 
practical skills with a good level of creativity. 

9-17 Mid 

Demonstrates a limited level of competence 
in practical skills with a limited level of 
creativity and originality. 

0-8 Low 

Realisation – quality of the outcome 

Achieve effective products which accurately 
meet the original specification. Demonstrate 
outstanding technical competences. 

11-15 High 

Achieve effective products which meet the 
original specification. Demonstrate clear 
technical competences.  

6-10 Mid 

Achieve products which meet most of the 
original specification. Demonstrate limited 
technical competencies. 

0-5 Low 
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Criterion Description Mark range 
Level of 

response 

E
v
a

lu
a
ti
o

n
 

Summarises the outcome of the task and 
draws informed conclusions. Critically 
evaluates the task. Provides evidence to 
support specific strengths and weaknesses. 
Indicates a range of possible relevant future 
developments. Excellent folder which is well 
presented and organised. 

18-25 High 

Summarises the outcome of the task and 
draws appropriate conclusions. Evaluates 
the task. Analyses some strengths and 
weaknesses Indicates some possible future 
developments. Good presentation of folder 
which is organised. 

9-17 Mid 

Limited summary of the outcome of the task 
and draws some conclusions. Limited 
evaluation of the task. Limited analysis of 
strengths and weaknesses. Folder shows 
some organisation. 

0-8 Low 
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Section 5: Example coursework 

 

What follows is a complete coursework submission. 
 
Use the criteria provided in Section 4 to mark the work. 
 
You can check your marking against the moderator comments in Section 6. 
 
 

Criterion Comments Mark 

Research, aims and 
analysis of tasks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/15 

Planning and 
Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/20 

Implementation 

Process (25 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
/40 

Realisation (15 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/25 

Total:   
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Coursework Example 
 
Item 1 
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Coursework Example 
 
Item 2 
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Coursework Example 
 
Item 3 
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Section 6: Moderator’s comments 

 

Coursework Example 
 

Criterion Comments Mark 

Research, aims and 
analysis of tasks 

The folder demonstrates clear background research linked 
with relevant designers, existing products and images. The 
candidate has created imaginative mood boards which give 
a clear picture of their inspiration. They have also provided 
the foundation for the design ideas. They have also 
considered a gap in the market that their product might fill. 

14/15 

Planning and 
Development 

The planning ideas have been generated using focused 
research from the folder, in particular the mood boards, 
which give key clues to colour, shape, fabric and pattern. 
The development of a block pattern has been included with 
photographic evidence of toile and a list of alterations made. 

The use of a manufacturing specification and Gantt chart 
shows evident that the candidate has developed an 
effective plan with appropriate time scales. 

17/20 

Implementation 

Process (25 marks) 

 

The candidate has demonstrated competence in practical 
skills and high levels of creativity and originality. 

34/40 Realisation (15 marks) 

 

The final products are original and creative and they clearly 
link to the original specification.  

Each product is well executed and they are all marketable. 

Evaluation 

Each product was well evaluated. The final evaluation 
included a review of the process and why decisions had 
been made. 

The folder was well presented and organised. 

21/25 

Total: 86 
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